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if they thought that by the exercise of their cunning
diplomacy, and by waiting until both belligerents were worn
out, they could become Masters of the World without
taking their hands out of their pockets.
America might come into an Anglo-Japanese war with
a similar cunning design, or, possibly, if Japan succeeded
in making friends with her and estranging her from-England.
As Japan's wisest policy is to do everything she can to
avoid war with America, war with England is not so utterly
absurd as most people suppose ; in fact, one can see good
reasons why it should occur. It would be all the more
probable if England came to be regarded as the instigator
of attempts to coerce Japan at the next Pacific Conference.
This, on top of the economic pressure she has already
exercised, would so infuriate the Japanese that they would
endeavour to find some means of having their revenge.
They might, for instance, join with Russia to stir up a
revolt in India. England would have to fight then.
Second occasion of war with England.
We have discussed above the possibility of an Anglo-
Japanese war arising out of the next Pacific Conference.
Let us now consider the second occasion and imagine that,
although a peaceful solution has been reached at the
Conference by one means or another, economic competition,
added to the questions of Japanese population and natural
resources, has brought on a war.
The latest tendency since the breakdown of the London
Economic Conference has been for countries to hasten to
form economic blocks. The effect of this on Anglo-Japanese
trade relations will not improve public feeling between the
two countries. We can see each block engaged in strenuous
activities to bring into itself those territories that remain
unattached.
The countries that Japan is striving to bring into her
block are China and India.
Since the affair with China, England has taken advantage
of the anti-Japanese movement in that country to endeavour
to form her own spheres of commercial interest. Aided by
the efforts of Sir Miles Lampson, her minister, she has met
with considerable success in Central, North, and South-
west China. And, thanks to the policy of the Nankin Govern-
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